Earth Ethics and Sustainable Community Living 

Course Description

3 social studies credits in Community Studies

A paradigm shift in our concept of community and a deep embrace of ethical living are both required to actively counter the pervasive global marketplace, toxic culture, consumer society, and the increasing destruction of nature. Our Earth Ethics and Sustainable Community Living course provides an opportunity to explore intentional community and environmental ethics as a setting and philosophy for Sustainable Living. Interns learn how connection with nature, immersion into intentional community, and making ethical choices fosters a life-way in harmony with our changing world.


Intentional community presents a life-way paradigm that is currently experiencing a resurgence as people sensitive to the global ecology crisis search for less consumptive and more connective ways to live. Hands-on service projects in community, participation in community process, and interaction with community members supplement discussions from selected readings. The natural beauty of Birch Creek Arts and Ecology center and the surrounding wilderness provides inspiration for understanding the environmental ethics focus of this course.


Once a week Sustainable Living Interns will host residents of Trillium Community for dinner and an evening discussion of the readings and participate in Community Councils. Weekly Councils provide opportunities for Interns to set a theme for each week and further participate in community processes.


As a community, we will discuss how our personal choices either help or hinder nature and by effect, humankind. Our experiences connecting with nature and performing service projects will validate our selected readings and discussions of eco-centric philosophy as applied to everyday life. Together we will create a foundation for developing a personal code of ethics, which serves as a guide for our decisions of lifestyle as members of the planetary community.


The connection between cultural patterns of consumption and the deterioration of planetary life support systems serves as a baseline for Sustainable Living Interns to examine the changes necessary to adopt greener lifestyle choices regarding consumerism, energy use, dwelling, diet, occupations, organizations, parenting, relationships, activism, wilderness use, recycling, health care, and more.


A final presentation detailing your learning experience will be offered to the community as a gift of your time in the living workshop of community.

