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DATE AND TIME:
This course is offered as part of an 8-week interdisciplinary residential intensive at Birch Creek arts & Ecology Center

LOCATION:

Birch Creek arts & Ecology Center is located at historic Trillium Farm

in the Little Applegate Watershed an hour west of Ashland.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:


An environmental educator's dream: your school (or school district) has been donated the use of an old facility (ranch, farm, school, lodge, resort, etc.) to create an environmental education center! Now you must join with your students and colleagues to upgrade the old building, design its programs and operations, and explore the grounds and surroundings for educational opportunities.


This experiential education course provides participants with a unique opportunity to work on creating a wilderness environmental education center, with applications for grades K-12. The center is located on a remote intentional community that is evolving into an ecostery: a facility, stewarded land, and nature sanctuary where ecosophy (ecological wisdom and harmony) is learned, practiced, and taught. Participants will focus on three major components: the physical center, the educational and experiential opportunities, and the theory of education's role in the transition to a postmodern world. Participants will be living and working in the center, an old one-room, two-story octagonal schoolhouse. Many of the educational opportunities involve natural history studies on the ecostery and surrounding wilderness. The theory of education's role in the transition to a postmodern world will weave itself through the other four courses included in the residential intensive. To quote from the course text:

"Education in the modern world was designed to further the conquest of nature and the industrialization of the planet. It tended to produce unbalanced, underdimensioned people tailored to fit the modern economy. Postmodern education must have a different agenda, one designed to heal, connect, liberate, empower, create, and celebrate. Postmodern education must be life-centered."
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

As a result of taking this course, participants will:
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Experience the restoration activities of transforming an abandoned schoolhouse into a functional environmental education center.
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Identify and develop educational opportunities at the ecostery and surrounding wilderness.
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Create lesson plans, interpretive activities, field trips, displays, and educational tools for use by subsequent interns and visiting students.
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Explore the issues of sustainability, uses of knowledge, and roles of education in the transition to a postmodern world.

REQUIREMENTS FOR  COURSE CREDIT:

Following are general course requirements weighted for determining the granting of university credit.  Antioch University requires 75% or better to issue credit at the 400 level and 85% or better for credit at the 500 level.


1. Attendance and active participation in all class sessions-50%


2. Reading of articles, handouts, books or texts-20%


3. Satisfactory completion of all outside assignments-30%

OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENT:

For 400 Level Credit:

1.  All participants will include notes on experiential portions of this course in a daily journal chronicling the residential ecostery intensive.

2.  Depending on your preferences and professional situation, complete one of the following assignments, which should be typed, double-spaced; and will be presented orally during the Ecostery program:


A) Educators (and education majors) will prepare a teaching unit for their grade level based on the various educational opportunities encountered during work on the center. The unit should consist of 3-4 lesson plans, and a 3-4 page summary of how you will introduce and facilitate your plan. All units will include: objective/learning outcomes; materials; sequencing/timeline; practice; and evaluation/assessment methods.

OR

B) Other participants will read and write reports on three of the articles listed in chapter seven,


    A Syllabus for Ecological Literacy.  

For 500 (Graduate) Level Credit:

To earn graduate level credit, complete one of the following assignments in addition to the 400 level assignments:

1.  Educators (and education majors) will create a plan for an environmental education center for their grade level or school. The plan should focus on working with students on the design, and include a proposal for funding the center through school district and/or private (foundation) funding.

OR

2.  Other participants will consult with instructor and choose one book from chapter seven, A Syllabus for Ecological Literacy, to read, and write a 4-6 page report to be presented in class for discussion.

INSTRUCTOR EVALUATION OF WORK:

Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you would like to receive the instructor's comments on your assignments.

TUITION:


As part of the residential intensive program, tuition and fees are combined for the entire 
program, which includes other courses and fees.

INSTRUCTOR BACKGROUND:


Chant Thomas holds a M.S. in Environmental Education from the Department of Biology, Southern Oregon University, and a B.S. in Earth Science (minor in Theatre) from University of California, Santa Cruz.  Chant's background as an educator ranges from teaching a multi-grade class in a remote one-room schoolhouse to designing and teaching forestry, biology, and geography courses at Southern Oregon University.  A long-time wilderness outfitter and environmental activist, Chant has worked in geology with the U.S. Geological Survey, in wildlife and engineering with the U.S. Forest Service, and as a contract forester, wildlife biologist and botanist for several National Forests.  Currently a forest researcher and educator with Headwaters, Chant coordinates the design and content of the annual Western Ancient Forest Activists Conference.  Chant is founder and director of Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs (D.E.E.P.).

REQUIRED READINGS:

Course text:
Orr, David W.  Ecological Literacy: Education and the Transition to a Postmodern World. Albany, N.Y.: State University of New York Press, 1992.  Text is a volume in the SUNY Press series in Postmodern Constructive Thought.

David W. Orr is Professor of Environmental Studies at Oberlin College, and co-founder of the Meadowcreek Project, a non-profit environmental education organization. He is co-author of The Global Predicament, and co-editor of the SUNY Press series Environmental Public Policy.

COURSE OUTLINE:


Creating a Wilderness Environmental Education Center will focus on three major components: the physical center, the educational and experiential opportunities, and the theory of education's role in the transition to a postmodern world. These components will interrelate with the other four courses during the 8-week residential intensive. The following outline is focused on the course components:
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The physical center is an old one-room, two-story octagonal schoolhouse. The first two course sessions (Spring '96 and Fall '96) will focus on building restoration. Participants will learn and share skills needed to restore and maintain any rustic educational facility, including carpentry, plumbing, 12 volt photovoltaic electricity, interior design, landscaping, and building maintenance. The large upstairs lofts will be enclosed as a separate upper story for participant quarters (participants can also camp out or utilize temporary structures such as tipis, yurts, or domes). The kitchen will be upgraded with repaired plumbing and refrigeration. The composting outhouse will be refurbished and maintained. The center is heated with wood; participants will be working to obtain firewood from restoration forestry practices in the ecostery woodlands and forests.
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The educational and experiential opportunities include natural history studies in the surrounding wilderness, various ecostery homesteading activities and events. Participants will develop interpretive activities and resources focused on natural history, human history and pre-history. These may involve nature trails, interpretive guides and maps, biodiversity, plant collections, lesson plans, slide shows and videos. Ecostery activities as educational opportunities include organic gardening, permaculture, ecoforestry, intentional community dynamics, llama care, wildlife and riparian habitat enhancement, building projects, and preparing for various educational and cultural events hosted by the ecostery community.
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The theory of education's role in the transition to a postmodern world will be more of an academic activity, with in-depth discussions based on the text and other assigned readings. Topics will include the issues of sustainability, ecological literacy, education and sustainability, and the purposes and uses of knowledge.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:


The course text contains an extensive bibliography. See pp. 109-124, 185-203.
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